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Are you really allergic to Penicillin?  
Finding out could save your dental implant, and your life.

Penicillin is one of the best antibiotics against potentially lethal infections, but many people mistakenly think they are allergic.  Penicillin is a family of antibiotics that include Penicillin, Amoxicillin, Ampicillin, Augmentin and others.  

As many as 90% of adults who report an allergic reaction to penicillin are not actually allergic.  Studies show that less than 10% of the population is truly allergic to penicillin.1,4  Additionally 80% of patients who had a penicillin allergy in the past, such as during childhood, lose that sensitivity after 10 years.2

Importantly - Studies show higher rates of failure of dental surgical procedures, including dental implants and dental bone grafting, in patients who cannot take Penicillin-family antibiotics. 3

Additionally, being labeled penicillin allergic is associated with a higher chance of death from major infections, as well as increasing healthcare costs due to increased risk of antibiotic resistance and suboptimal treatment with alternative antibiotics.4

Penicillin allergy can present as a spectrum from skin itching and hives to full life-threatening anaphylaxis (difficulty breathing, loss of consciousness).  If you have had a mild suspected allergic reaction to Penicillin or it has been many years since you were told you are allergic to Penicillin, we recommend testing for a true Penicillin allergy as it could reduce complications associated with your dental surgery and/or dental implant surgery procedure.

For Allergy Testing we recommend the physicians at Colorado Asthma and Allergy:
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Use this QR Code to find their locations and schedule an appointment online for allergy testing.  Testing may or may not be covered by medical insurance.  If it is not, we have found the cost of testing to be affordable out of pocket.  It could save your dental implant, and it could also save your life.  

IF YOU ARE OR HAVE BEEN TOLD YOU ARE PENICILLIN ALLERGIC DO NOT TAKE ANY PENICILLIN ANTIBIOTICS UNLESS YOU HAVE BEEN TESTED BY AN ALLERGY PHYSICIAN AND CLEARED AS NON-ALLERGIC.
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