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Basics | in Colorado

elping patients feel calm, relaxed
H and at ease during an appoint-
ment is a critical part of den-
tistry and opens the door for more
complex procedures. Let’s clarify some
basics for the dental practitioner on the
subject of anesthesia.
According to the Code of Colorado
Regulations (3 CCR 709), here are
the anesthesia privileges included in
your (dentists only) Colorado dental
licensure:
a. Local Anesthesia;
b. Analgesia;
¢. Medication prescribed/administered
for the relief of anxiety or
apprebension to non-pediatric
patients, limited to the following:

(1) A dose of a single drug (no more
than the maximum recommended
dose) that can be prescribed for
unmonitored home use; or

(2) The above plus nitrous oxide; and

d. Nitrous Oxide/ Oxygen Inhalation
Analgesia in compliance with section
G of Rule 1.14. *CCR 1.14 E.
Anesthesia Privileges Included in

Colorado Dental Licensure pg. 33

Properly trained dental personnel
may monitor and administer nitrous
oxide under the dentist’s direct super-
vision. The dentist is responsible for

determining and documenting the max-
imum percent-dosage administered,
including the length of time nitrous
oxide was delivered.

Patients frequently desire or require
a higher level of sedation. Minimal,
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moderate, deep sedation and general
anesthesia requires a permit from
DORA. Many dentists prefer to engage
the services of an anesthesia provider
for moderate sedation, to operate more
comfortably in their own practice. Den-
tists often turn to Certified Registered
Nurse Anesthetists for these services.

This frequently raises the CRINA
question: Who writes the prescription?
The issue is, who has the DEA registra-
tion?

If a CRNA has a DEA registra-
tion and prescriptive authority (via the
Nurse Practice Act), he/she can order
the drugs, obviously administer the
drugs and must also be responsible for
the storage, wastage, and logging of the
agents.

CRNAs do not, by law, have to
have a DEA registration to adminis-
ter anesthesia. This is very specifically
spelled out in the Nurse Practice Act.
CRNAs, commonly, do not get DEA
registration if they are working with/
for practitioners who do have DEA
registration. The dentist (or other prac-

titioners) who have a DEA registration
must order the agents, be responsible
for storage (locked up), wastage, logging
and documentation regarding the use of

the agents. The CRNA is responsible

for documenting the administration of,

including amounts, any reactions, etc.
The drugs follow the DEA registra-
tion of the prescribing dentist. The
CRNA cannot take the drugs with
him/her. He/she would not have
authorization for any of these drugs
to be transported by car (or any other
means). The drugs have to stay with
the ordering dentist (DEA registration)
for wastage, storage, etc. If the CRNA,
without DEA registration, was pulled
over and the car searched, he/she and
the dentist would be in trouble with
law enforcement, including the DEA,
as well as respective licensing agencies.
Therefore, it is recommended that
dentists who use CRNAs as indepen-
dent contractors to provide anesthe-
sia services have a written agreement.
Any agreement should spell out who
is responsible for what, including the



CTC Associates

* Appraisals
* Practice Sales
+ Partnerships

+ Associateships

indebted to her.” lvan Naiman, DDS

info@ctc-associates.com
www.ctc-associates.com

“Selecting someone to assist with the transition from
a dental practice of 48 years is a difficult decision. |
can't think of a more capable person than Marie
Chatterley to handle this process. It was reassuring
to me that she had the answers to virtually all my
concerns. Her experience made me completely
comfortable with the process. | will be forever

Complimentary Consultation

(303) 795-8800

Practice Transition Specialists

THINKING

ABOUT SELLING
YOUR DENTAL PRACTICE?

CTC Associates can guide you through
the transition process to ensure
everything goes smoothly with the
legacy you have built.

.n K

Larry Chatterley = Marie Chatterley

drugs, resuscitative equipment, etc.

in line with the Dental Practice Act
(and Nurse Practice Act). Further, the
dentists should make themselves, if not
already, familiar with the DEA rules/
regulations on storage, wastage, and
documentation of anesthesia agents.

It is additionally important that the
dentist is aware that“a clinical on-site
inspection is also required of any den-
tist who is not issued a Moderate Seda-
tion Permit or Deep Sedation/General
Anesthesia Permit and instead con-
tracts with an anesthesia provider that
is not subject to the rules and regula-

tions of the Colorado Dental Board (i.e.

Colorado licensed physician or certified
registered nurse anesthetist (CRNA))
priot to the administration of moderate
sedation and/or deep sedation/gen-

eral anesthesia in his/her dental office.
See CCR 1.14 Anesthesia L. Clini-
cal On-Site Inspection for Obtaining,
Renewing, or Reinstating a Moderate
Sedation or Deep Sedation/General
Anesthesia Permit pg. 39.

A dental anesthesiologist will have
their own prescriptive authority and
DORA permits under the Dental
Practice Act."A separate clinical on-site
inspection is not required for dentists
who receive a Moderate Sedation Per-
mit or a Deep Sedation/General Anes-
thesia Permit pursuant to this Rule
1.14 for one dental office and travel to
other dental office locations in Colo-
rado to administer anesthesia.’

Finally, it may be just a cleaning” to
us, but many patients benefit from local
anesthesia. If your dental hygienist pet-

forms hygiene when you are out of the
office (indirect supervision) they must
obtain a Local Anesthesia Permit for
Dental Hygienists.

The profession of dentistry has long
been recognized for its compassion and
empathy. Providing safe and comfort-
able dental care for your patients is
more easily obtainable today than ever
before, Please visit The Trust website
at www.tdplt.com to view a copy of the
Code of Colorado Regulations or con-
tact The Trust with your questions. Ve

Candace DeLapp, D.D.S., is the executive
director of the Dentists Professional Liability
Trust of Colorado. Contact her at
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